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Immanuel Lutheran Church
Contact Information:

Church Phone: (269) 345-8090
Email: ilckalamazoo@gmail.com
Church Secretary: Ailene Buchtrup
Music Director: Will Canfield
Pastor: Currently Vacant

This newsletter has many contributors. If
you’d like to submit an article of interest or an
announcement of an upcoming event, please
contact Ailene Buchtrup, Secretary, in the
church office via phone or email. For those
with email, an electronic copy of the newsletter
will be sent to you. For those with no email or who would
prefer to receive a paper copy, we will continue to mail the
newsletters via U.S. Postal Services.

e

To note in pastoral absence: Several pastors and other
knowledgeable contributors offer great articles of interest
all throughout the year, and in particular holy seasons.
Until a new pastor is found for Immanuel, we will draw
upon the knowledge and interesting perspectives of those
pastors to provide readers with a section called, From the
Pastor’s Desk. We hope you will find these articles of
interest and helpful in your spiritual journey.

S8 The Splendor of Epiphany
BN By Charles Knippel, excerpt from the
Lutheran Witness Magazine
January 1, 2007

Epiphany has a remarkable “epiphanizing” splendor
all of its own. Actually, it has more than one splendor.
It has splendors Like a brilliant diamond with many
facets, each facet of Epiphany has its own unique
splendor, and, like a diamond crafted with all its facets,
itis a jewel of radiant beauty.

Scripture readings appointed for the Epiphany Season
of 2007, together with other Epiphany readings, show
us these facets of the festival day and the Sundays that
follow. These readings manifest glorious truths about
Jesus whose birthday we celebrated at Christmas. And
by God’s power, the Good News of God actually
“epiphanizes” us.

God emboldens our faith and sets our lives ablaze to
be what Christ called us to be: the light of a dark world,
His people who “epiphanize” the lives of other people,
and revelations to them of Jesus’ saving
manifestations.

Origins of Epiphany

Epiphany is both a day and a season on the church
calendar. The day is January 6; the season is the time
between the close of the Christmas celebration and the
beginning of Lent.

The word epiphany has a variety of meanings
intimately related to one another. Epiphany means the
shining of a light, a shining forth, a manifestation, an
appearance, or a revelation.

The Day of the Epiphany, with Easter and Pentecost,
is one of the three oldest and most important festivals
observed by Christians. This is true even though today
the festival seems to be little understood and under-
celebrated.

The Festival of the Epiphany apparently had its origin
in the east at the beginning of the third century. By the
end of the third century, January 6 had become the
accepted date for the celebration of the festival. In
those days, Epiphany Day commemorated the birth of
Jesus, His Baptism, and His first miracle at Cana in
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Galilee. At the outset, it was a splendorous,
multifaceted commemoration.

In the middle of the fourth century, the Western
Church moved the celebration of Christmas as the
birthday of Jesus to December 25. So the Epiphany
festival took on new meaning for the western, and
many eastern, churches. In the west, the visit of the
Wise Men came to have the position of prominence on
Epiphany day, and, in time, other events of the day
were assigned to the Sundays of the Epiphany season.
Today, for example, we commemorate the baptism of
Jesus on the First Sunday after the Epiphany.

Season of Light

Epiphany is a day and season of light, just as the word
“epiphany” denotes. Every year on the feast day, we
hear the words of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah,
“Arise, shine for your light has come and the glory of
the Lord has risen upon you” (Is. 60:1).

Epiphany enlightens us as it proclaims great Scriptural
truths. The time of celebration emphatically declares
that Jesus, who was born at Bethlehem, is true God
made man. It announces that God has appeared among
us as the Promised One to be the Savior of all people
of every nation, Gentiles as well as Jews. At Christmas
we emphasize that God became man. Epiphany puts
the spotlight on the truth that this human being born in
Bethlehem is truly God; He is the God-man.

Jesus is the true light who enlightens every person. As
the Nicene Creed clearly states, Jesus is “God of God,
Light of Light, very God of very God.” Jesus Himself
announced: “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life” (John 8:12). It is with compelling reason
that Epiphany is often spoken of as the Festival of
Lights.

A new era

When Jesus went to the Temple at the age of 12, He
made clear that He was in His Father’s House (and
about His Father’s business) as God’s own Son. And
the Father Himself was manifesting Jesus as His Son
when Jesus amazed those who heard Him (Luke 2:41-
50). A new era had begun. Now God is present among
people in a new way. He is present in Jesus rather than
in the Old Testament Temple. The old was passing
away and the new promised day was dawning. As the

New Testament reveals, God is now present among us
also in the presence of Jesus in His Word, in the Holy
Supper of His Body and Blood, and in all His people
who are very much the Body of Christ.

The Baptism of Jesus, which we commemorate on The
First Sunday after the Epiphany, brilliantly announces
by the very voice of God the Father that Jesus is the
Son of God and shows that He is God together with
the Father and the Holy Spirit.

Luke gives us this account: “[W]hen Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying, the heavens were
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him in
bodily form, like a dove, and a voice came from
heaven, “You are my beloved Son: with you I am well
pleased” (Mark 3:21-22).

God declares Jesus to be the Son of God as the Holy
Spirit anoints Jesus for His Messianic mission—the
mission  He undertakes at His  baptism.
The Wise Men did well to fall down and worship Jesus
and present Him with precious gifts and so do we.

Jesus reveals His glory

By words and actions, Jesus revealed that He is God
made man. At the wedding in Cana of Galilee Jesus
turned water into wine for the celebration when there
was no more wine. John reports that this was Jesus’
first sign. He writes, “This, the first of his signs, Jesus
did at Cana in Galilee and manifested his glory” (John
2:11).

There were many other occasions when Jesus showed
His deity as He lovingly ministered to the needs of
people. One day in the synagogue in Capernaum Jesus
met a man with a demon who tried to protect himself
from Jesus because he knew that Jesus is “the Holy
One of God.” But Jesus, using His divine power,
overcame the demon and cast it out. Jesus cast out
other demons that came out of people shouting, “You
are the Son of God!”

Then, there was the day when Jesus saw to it that tired
fishermen, who had caught no fish during the night,
caught breaking nets full of fish during unlikely
morning hours. Little wonder Peter, James, and John
followed Him at His invitation.
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The most splendorous and radiant manifestation of
Jesus’ deity is shown to us on the last Sunday of the
Epiphany Season. The event is the climax of the
season. It is The Transfiguration of Our Lord. Peter,
John, and James, Jesus went up on a mountain to pray.
“And as He was praying, the appearance of His face
was altered and His clothing became dazzling white.”
Moses and Elijah of Old Testament days “appeared in
glory and spoke to him of his departure which he was
about to accomplish at Jerusalem.” Peter, James, and
John were asleep for a while, but “when they became
fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who
stood with him.” Then, “a cloud came and
overshadowed them” and “a voice came out of the
cloud saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen
to him!"

Such a splendid facet of the diamond of Epiphany! It
is one that also shows us the glory that Jesus will share
with us in the world to come.

Savior of all

Epiphany vividly reveals the reason the Son of God
came among us as one of us. He has come as the
fulfillment of God’s promises to send a Messiah who
would save all people, without any kind of exception,
from sin, its condemning and life-controlling power,
and to restore all kinds of people everywhere to the
presence and power of God.

This salvation, which Simeon called “a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for the glory of your
[God’s] people Israel,” is also demonstrated by the
visit of the Wise Men to the child Jesus. These Wise
Men (or Magi) were not Jews. They were Gentiles
whom God led to Jesus by a brilliant star in order to
manifest that His saving plan is indeed for Gentiles as
well as Jews.

In the epistle for the festival day itself, St. Paul
discloses the revelation that Jesus has come not only
for Jews, but also for Gentiles. He says that until it was
revealed to Him by God, this truth was a mystery. But
God has now made known “that the Gentiles are
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers
of the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.”

Through St. Paul, God “has brought to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things.” In words of St.

Paul to Titus, it is certainly true that “the grace of God
that brings salvation has appeared to all men” (Titus
2:11).

And how has Jesus carried out His saving mission for
Gentiles and Jews? St. Paul reveals the way of
salvation in these words: “For I delivered to you as of
first importance what | also received: that Christ died
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he
was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4).

These comments remind us of other words of St. Paul
about Jesus Christ. “[He] gave himself for us to
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do
good” (Titus 2:14).

Because the Son of God was born as a human being,
He has been able to suffer and die for our sins in our
place And because He is God, His suffering and death
are sufficient to pay in full the debt we owe to God for
our sinfulness and disobedience.

His resurrection from the dead, the greatest of all
epiphanies, causes His victory to shine forth in radiant
splendor. Salvation is for all of us through faith in
Jesus Christ, God’s own Son, and this message is the
greatest splendor of Epiphany.

Lives enlightened by Epiphany

When the splendor of Epiphany has shown radiantly
and brilliantly into our lives, we can never be the same.
Why? Because in Holy Baptism our lives have been
“epiphanized.” We are the people of light who are
transformed and transfigured.

St. Paul is clear about this. We have been buried with
Jesus “by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” He
concludes that we must consider ourselves “dead to sin
and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”

Let us remember that Jesus has given Himself not only
to redeem us from all wickedness, but also to purify
for Himself a people eager to do good (Titus 2:14).

As we move through this Epiphany Season, we will
become more and more enlightened about how to live
“epiphanized” lives in our contemporary, sometimes
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dark, dreary, and dangerous world. In turn, we will be
enabled by God Himself to live the “epiphanized” life.
Here is a short list to consider:

1. Share the splendor of Epiphany as God did by the
guiding star and worship Jesus with precious
gifts;

2. Draw on your baptism for comfort, confidence,
and courage;

3. Use your newness of life to care for others;

4. Let the words of your mouth and the meditation
of your heart be acceptable to the Lord;

5 Live a life of love as described by St. Paul;

6. Excel in building up the Church;

7. Strive to live the “blessed” life outlined by
Jesus;

8. Remember that Jesus is God’s Son and Chosen
One; and

9. Listen to Him.

Bask in the splendors of Epiphany, every single
brilliant facet of the season, and praise the Lord!

ILC Mission of the
Month in January is. ..

Itis a busy time of year at KLF.
We are providing food |
assistance to over 800 people |!
each day. The generosity of our
Volunteers, Donors, and
Community Partners continue
to make this work possible.

LOAVES\)@ e

FISHES . :

Donation Wish List %_
V‘(

2
We’re
e Cereal L;wm gl‘atefu| fOI‘
e Canned Soups and Stews P)
e Meals in a Box (like Hamburger Helper) yOUI’
e Shelf-Stable Almond or Rice Milk -
e Baking Mixes COﬂtInUOUS
e Protein drinks (like Ensure/Boost)
Canned Meat Support!

e Shelf-stable Tortillas
e Granola/cereal bars
e Microwavable foods
e Kid-friendly snacks

Thank you for helping to make the holiday season a
happy & healthy time for everyone!

“ The Lutheran Hour (LHM) is broadcast
» LUTHERAN  every Sunday morning at 6:30 a.m. on
HOUR 105.7 FM or accessible anytime on the
[ MINISTRIES Web at www.lutheranhour.org.

January 5:

"In the Beginning Was Dialogue"*

Lutheran Hour Speaker:

Do you need more faith? Then you need the Word. Faith
comes from hearing the Word of Christ. (John 1:1)

January 12:

"What's This Neighborhood Coming To?"

Lutheran Hour Speaker:

When you're not limited by the size of your table, you can
invite everyone. (John 1:14)

January 19:

""He Made Me a Believer"

Lutheran Hour Speaker:

God makes us believers and the more we believe, the
more we become involved in the institutions God made--
church, marriage, family, and work. (John 2:11)

January 26:

"An Overture to the Greatest Story Ever Told"
Guest Speaker:

Like an overture that introduces a great musical work,
John the Baptizer is the living voice sent by God to bear
witness to Jesus' lordship and salvation. (John 3:26-36)

U E KALAMAZOO LOAVES
FEED

HU(E\FF & FISHES
ONGOING FOOD DROP-OFF LOCATIONS

Food donations are accepted
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Monday - Friday at 901 Portage
Street (KLF)

Other donation locations are listed below:

Family Dollar
(Select Locations)

Kalamazoo First Presbyterian Church
321 W South St

Rollerworld
7491 Stadium Dr., Kalamazoo
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http://www.lutheranhour.org/
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lutheranhour.org/speakerbio.asp?id=325
https://www.lhm.org/
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In Our Prayers: || =& e
Homebound Ministry: = DO A
A Marian Brugh Jan Wilson i éﬂ/’ay < "/i’/'/u&ﬁ"
Marlys Olson Ellen Plano I JCIHUCII‘Y Born
John Curtiss Jerome Dirst =

LONG TERM CONCERNS:

Rose Maxum, requested by
Chuck and Amber Townsend

Susan & Gregory Fritz,
Stephanie Beck’s parents

B

Amy Stillwell, sister of Dave
Reynolds

Mary Ann Massey, friend of
Dotty Smith

Lynne Partridge, friend of
Christa Perri

Lucille and Lawrence Fritz,
requested by Jonathan Fritz

Bob Perri, brother of Phil Perri

Craig Rennhack, requested by
Bob & Maryalice Reck

John Blasko, requested by
Elizabeth Blasko

Mindy Mitchell, sister of
Shelly Reynolds

Kyle Reinbold Family,
requested by Kyle’s sister,

James Leo Brown, requested
by Shelly and Dave Reynolds

Sonya DeVary
Karen McDougall, requested Jim Sabo, friend of Susan
by Sue Steuer Steuer

Susan Wagner Jan. 6
Ninah Miller Jan. 11
Amber Townsend Jan. 11
Ruby Flickenger Jan. 15
Bob Reck Jan. 16
Hirving Hernandez- Jan. 18
Gomez
Ellen Plano Jan. 29

Katie VerKow, former
member of Immanuel,
requested by Phil Roekle

Sue Steuer’s sister-in-law
Christine’s mother Elaine, and
her daughter-in-law Molly

Vicki Dilley, requested by
Christa & Phil Perri

Suzie Brink, Christie Sidwell’s
mother and Bill Brink, her
brother

Joanne Cleason, Esther
Cleason’s daughter

Melissa, friend of Dotty Smith
and daughter Laura

Marie Winberg, godmother of
Bill Bennett

Hannah Bayer, 4 y.0.,
requested by her father

Lisa and David Wentzel, Sue
Steuer’s cousins

Jerry and Sandi McKenzie,
friends of Dotty Smith

Born in the month of new
beginnings, may you start
every day of your new year
with renewed strength, love,

and happiness in Christ!

Ware Washam, requested by
Brian Long

Sandy Hale, requested by
Stephen Presdorf

Caroline Barkow

Jeri Noneman

Gene Jennings

Kay Hecht, John Hecht’s
mother

Loren Gerber, Sue Anderson’s
father

Beth and Bob Mitchell

Alice Schley, Jane Schley’s
granddaughter

Charlie Miller, Marian Brugh’s
brother

Toni—Jane Schley’s cousin

Jason, son-in-law of Sue &
Craig Anderson

Sharon S, requested by Dotty
Smith

Karen Petersen, daughter of
Cathy & Tom Mollet

Ruth Krueger

Jason Nichols, requested by
Justin Beck

Linda & Scott Spurlock,
requested by Esther Cleason

All Crossroads Prison
Ministry students

Kim N., Kim M., Emilie H., & Sydney B., all friends of Kim
Sharp; and River Lint, Kim’s cousin’s baby

If you would like to be on our shut-in list to have a pastor visit
you and offer you communion, please contact the church office.

d o
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MUGS §
Muffins

women's Blble

! A STUDY OF PHILIPPIANS

Starting saturday, January 11, 2024
(The 2+ saturday of the Month)
v the church kitchen
100m - 11am

Philippians is known as the book of “joy"!
_Join the wowmen of the congregation for a
study on this Book of the Bible,

(A Study Book will be required.)

Coffee, tea, and wuffins will be provided,
Bring a friend!

uestions? call Amber Townsend
At 269-599-6268

The Groundhog Says.....

Let’s Party!
6" Annual Groundhog's Day
Party
When: Saturday, February 1, 2025
Where: Brian Long's Home
3427 Oakharbor,
Kalamazoo

Appetizers and Tasting at 4:00pm

Dessert and Coffee ~ 6:30pm

This is an Adult Event!
Driving Direction and Sign-up

Board are
in the Narthex!

SEE YOU THERE
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JANUARY 2025

The Mission of the Month: Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday | Saturday
Jan 1 2 3 4
YEAR’S
DAY!I
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:15 am Sunday School 10:00am Bible Study 11:00am -12:30pm 10-11am
@ ILC re: Book of Choir Rehearsal “Joy” Bible
10:00am Communion Genesis Study @ ILC
Service
(Quardokus) 5:30pm Mary &
11:30am Adult class & Martha Mtg.
Children’s Choir
7:00pm Baumgart
Bible Study @ILC
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:15 am Sunday School 6:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast 11:00am -12:30pm
10:00am Communion Choir Rehearsal
Service 10:00am Bible Study
(Quardokus) @ ILC re: Book of
11:30am Adult class & cenesis
Children’s Choir 7:00pm Baumgart
Bible Study @ILC
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:15 am Sunday School 10:00am Bible Study
. @ ILC re: Book of 11:00am -12:30pm
10:00am Communion Genesis Choir Rehearsal
Service
(Quardokus) 7:00pm Baumgart
11:30am Adult class & Bible Study @ILC
Children’s Choir
26 27 28 29 30 31 Feb 1

9:15 am Sunday School

10:00am Communion
Service
(Quardokus)

11:30am Adult class &
Children’s Choir

10:00am Bible Study
@ ILC re: Book of
Genesis

7:00pm Baumgart
Bible Study @ILC

11:00am -12:30pm
Choir Rehearsal

January 2025 Newsletter

Page 7



IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
3000 West Main Street

Jmmanuel
Lutheran Kalamazoo, M1 49006

Kalamazoo

January 2025 Newsletter
Volume 54, No. 1

° L] L]
Worship Assistants/Serving Schedule
Sunday
1/5/2025 Maddie Mark Miller
Hernandez & | Kim Sharp Kim Sharp Mark Miller | & Andrew Shelly
(269) 345-8090 Adelaide Lustila Reynolds
Jefferies
Immanuel
Lutheran Sunday ,
1/12/2025 Linus Denny
Church Mandrick & | Jane Schley John Ninah Miller Patzer & Sue & John
Rory Beck Wagner John Wagner
Quardokus
Schoolyear
Schedule: Sunday
15.0. 1/19/2025 Eliora Beck John
,9'15 9,.45am & Caviion Patti Wills Ron John Quardokus & | AnnMarie
Children’s Sunday Beck Swinehart Quardokus John & Philip
School Wagner Miller
10: 00 am Sunday ST
. . unday
Communion Service 1/26/2025 Genevieve Larry Helen &
Miller & Vivian John Hecht Dave Baumgart & | Phil Roekle
11:30am Adult Class Adelaide Westphal Mandrick Craig (coffee)
11:30am Children’s Jefferies Anderson Jane
: . A Schley
Choir Practice (snacks)
NOTE: Sunday Jane
. . 2/2/2025 Maddie Bill Stewart Schley
All services will be Hernandez & | Patti Wills Kim Sharp John Hecht & Ron (coffee)
hve-streamed on: Adelaide Swinehart & Melanie
Jefferies Baumgart
Facebook and (snacks)
YouTube Sunday
2/9/2025 Linus Mark Miller
Mandrick & | Sally John Andrew & Andrew Sue & John
Rory Beck Crawford Wagner Lustila Lustila Wagner
Sunday Denny
2/16/2025 Eliora Beck Vivian Ron John Patzer & Amber &
& Caviion Westphal Swinehart Krueger John Chuck
Beck Quardokus | Townsend

January 2025 Newsletter Page 8



